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25X1 1 :J The Czech leather industry is represented by the firm of Bata in £lln* All 
other facades, except a few very email ones, have been dissolved and the 
whole production In Czechoslovakia is under control of Bata- 


2, At the end. of 194.9 Bata employed 2* ,000 writers, 6,000 of which were in the 
machinery departments and the rest en^aqed on boot and rubber production- 
The monthly output of the boot department is 4,000,000 pairs of sheen of 
various kinds , including ladies* shoos, slirpem, shoes with canvas uppers s 
etc <, In an emergency, Bata could undertake to produce 100,000 pairs of 
military leather boots a month- 

3. Forty percent of the shoe production in earmarked for export, but because of 
the poor quality export figures and sales on the home market have declined to 
such an extant that approximately 4,000,000 pairs of shoes were held in storage 
towards the end of 1949- The poor quality of leather shoes is explained by the 
fact that the tannin? period of hides, which is nona&l ly throe months, had to bo 
c vvaideraibGLy reduced because of. a shortage of leather supplies, 

4 „ Czechoslovakia's home production of hides of various kinds covers only 25 per- 
cent of. her -total rrv'irenents, and hides to the value of approximately 6^0,000,090 
Czech crowns have to be imported annually* Present supplies suffice for only 
four months, and there is a permanent shortage of box calf and hardly any "oat 
skin leather (chevranx) * Before 1939 most of th9 box calf leather cane from 
Poland., but under the pro seat trade treaty Foland does not deliver any box calf 
to Czechoslovakia « preferring to sell it elsewhere for dollars * 

5 Russia, Poland, and Hungary do not s-npply any leather to Czechoslovakia, and 
hides have to be imported nainly from Argentina in return for Czech machinery 
and locomotives - Czechoslovakia fears that if other countries started to sup- 
ply Argentina with the machinery * anted, the import of hides night be reduced 
to such an extent as to seriously endanger the whole Czech leather industry- 

25X1 Comme nt: The Bata concern is now Svit, and 21in has men renamed Oottwaldcv* 










